THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HORTON

Beach Sub-Committee Meeting
September 24, 2013

There was a Meeting of the Beach Sub-Committee held in the Municipal Council
Chamber on Tuesday September 24, 2013. Present was Chair Mackie McLaren,
Councillor Margaret Whyte, Ralph Miller, Sandra Black and Robert A. Johnston.
Additional staff present was Kathleen Rogers, Recreation Program Manager.
Absent: Steve Osipenko.
1.

CALL TO ORDER
Chair McLaren called the Meeting to Order at 9:10 a.m.

2.

DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTEREST
There was no declaration of pecuniary interest by members of the Committee or
Staff.

3.

MINUTES OF AUGUST 30, 2013 COMMITTEE MEETING
Chair McLaren asked the Members to review the August 30th meeting minutes
which had been approved by Council.

4.

BUSINESS ARISING


Comments from neighbours of 25 Farrells Landing

The Chair welcomed a group of property owners who own land that surrounds
the property at 25 Farrells Landing Road that Council has added to this
Committee to study. He informed the group that this Beach Sub-Committee is a
committee appointed by Council to investigate and respond to an extensive
Terms of Reference given to the Committee by Council as our mandate. He
added that initially the Committee was dealing with one property and at our
August 30th meeting, a second property located, adjacent to them was added to
our mandate.
o Grant Phillips
Grant Phillips was present and he had submitted two letters, dated September 5
and September 21, 2013 which were read into the meeting record by the Chair.
Mr. Phillips had several questions following the reading of his letters that were
answered by the Committee Members.
Copies of the letters are attached to the minutes.
o Debbie Grantham & Dino Di Pietro
Debbie Grantham & Dino Di Pietro were not present but had submitted a letter
dated September 23, 2013 which were read into the meeting record by the Chair.
Copy of their letter is attached to the minutes.
o Janet Johnston
Janet Johnston was present and she read a statement which she left with the
Committee and is attached to the minutes. Comments made in the statement
and questions following were answered by the Members.
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o Terry Johnston
Terry Johnston was present and he read a statement which he left with the
Committee and is attached to the minutes. Comments made in the statement
and questions following were answered by the Members.
o Todd Chunick
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Chunick were present and Mr. Chunick gave a verbal
comment. He informed the Committee that he has small children and had the
same concerns with the development of the property that his neighbours have,
but that he is not totally opposed to a park/beach being developed.
The Chair and Committee Members responded to further questions from the
neighbours following the presentations and at other times during the meeting.


Option Agreement Executed and Mailed to Owners

The Chair informed the Committee that the Option Agreement between the
Township and Joel & Sherri Elliott has been executed and the agreement and
deposit have been mailed to the property owners.


Appraisals – Been Requested but not Received

The Chair reported that he had been in conversation with the Appraiser and was
advised that he had the appraisal ready for one property but not for the second
property. I asked him not to submit them to the Committee until both appraisals
were ready.
5.

TERMS OF REFERENCE


Report on activities completed and what still remains to be completed.

The Chair presented a copy of Council’s Terms of Reference to the Committee
on which he had noted comments to the Terms that have been completed or had
some work started on them. A review of each individual term of reference was
carried out. Following the review the Chair suggested that approximately 1/3 of
the terms have been worked on or completed. Several questions from the
neighbours were answered during the review of the Terms of Reference.
6.

MEMBERS RESPONSIBILITIES


Is anyone having difficulties getting information for their responsibilities

Chair McLaren asked the Members if they were having any difficulties in
researching or providing responses to the individual Terms of Reference that
they have been assigned. There was no indication from the Members that they
were having any difficulties.


Members present information gathered since last meeting

The Chair asked the members to submit information now that they have gathered
since the August 30th meeting. The following information was presented by the
Members:
Margaret Whyte
Presented costs for capital works carried out by the Township of McNabBraeside for their Burnstown Beach and Red Pine Bay areas.
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Presented draft information on costs of annual operating costs and an annual
capital budget. Robert A. Johnston noted that we have a look at what
volunteerism can do to save operating costs and used grass cutting as an
example.
Kathleen Rogers
Advised that the ambulance response time to the Timbertown beach property as
being 12 to 15 minutes assuming the ambulance was at the base. The
ambulance can negotiate the beach access road. She noted that the response
time would be approximately the same for the Farrells Landing property.
Terry Johnston pointed out the issue they have had with 911. Only a few of the
carriers can receive the signal and in some cases it is Quebec towers picking up
the calls which has been issues in the past for 911 calls where the Quebec call
centre does not know where they are or does not send out the emergency
service.
Janet Johnston asked if the Township had an estimate in cost to remove the
existing house on the Farrells Landing property. The Committee agreed that this
cost would be required.
Grant Phillips asked if there had been any consideration to the loss of tax dollars
if the Township owned the Farrells Landing property and no one else could erect
a large waterfront home. The Chair said that has not been considered and was
not part of the mandate.
Sandra Black
Sandra Black acknowledged the assistance of Rose Curley, Administrative
Assistant in the Municipal Office who provided her with the Accessibility Ontario
information. A report and plan would be required for “small” municipalities by
January 1, 2018 under the Provincial Regulations. She pointed out that
exceptions can be made if property situations do not lend it to accessibility
standards.
Chair McLaren thanked the Members for their reports and encouraged the other
Members to work on further reports for the next meeting.
7.

DATE FOR NEXT MEETING – note – to be in evening so property owners from
Farrells Landing can attend.
Chair McLaren informed the Committee that he had a telephone conversation
with Debbie Grantham who wanted to “Skype” into this meeting but the township
did not have the facilities to do so. He said he would request that the next
meeting be an evening meeting so she and other neighbours can attend.
The Members agreed and decided that the next Committee Meeting would be
Wednesday October 23 at 7 p.m. in the Municipal Council Chambers.

8.

ADJOURNMENT
Moved by Kathleen Rogers, Seconded by Robert A. Johnston that this
Committee Meeting be adjourned at 10:53 p.m.
Carried

CHAIR

SECRETARY
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