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WHO IS MORE VULNERABLE -- MOTORCYCLISTS OR OFF-ROADERS?             

OPP To Also Unveil New STAR Pilot Project   

(ORILLIA, ON) - As numerous motorcyclists and off-road vehicle enthusiasts plan to hit roads 
and trails during the Victoria Day weekend, the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) is pointing out 
trends that can make these seasonal drivers vulnerable to fatal collisions.       

According to OPP traffic data, a significant number of motorcyclists continue to be killed in 
collisions that are no fault of their own. 

In 2016, 10 of the 28 motorcycle drivers killed on OPP-patrolled roads were reportedly not at 
fault in the crashes that claimed their lives. The previous year painted an even grimmer picture 
for safe motorcycle drivers, with more than half (14) of the 27 who died in road crashes in 2015 
reportedly being not at fault. 

In contrast, OPP data reveals a significant number of off-road vehicle (ORV) drivers who 
continue to contribute to their own demise, with the majority of deaths being directly linked to 
alcohol/drug impairment and riding without a helmet. 

Alcohol/drug impairment was a factor in more than half (13) of the 22 ORV deaths that occurred 
in OPP jurisdictions last year. While there were fewer ORV fatalities in 2015, six of the 14 
deaths that year were attributed to an alcohol/drug-impaired ORV driver.    

Further stacking the odds of survival against ORV riders is driving without a helmet. Of the 22 
riders who died in incidents last year, nine (9) were not wearing a helmet. Helmets were even 
scarcer in 2015 incidents, with almost half of (six) of the 14 deceased riders found without one. 

  

The OPP is reminding all drivers, on and off-road, that driving defensively and safely will go a 
long way toward reducing deaths on Ontario roads and trails. 

Day to day policing  does not come without inherent risks and in an attempt to curb Suspect 
Apprehension Pursuits (SAP), the OPP is also launching this long weekend, the Satellite 
Technology Apprehension Response or STAR Pilot Project.  

Three marked front line OPP patrol vehicles have been equipped with a global positioning 
projectile launching system. When a motorist fails to stop for the OPP, a GPS projectile, once 
deployed by one of these vehicles attaches to  the suspect vehicle and a GPS signal is sent that 



allows the vehicle to be safely tracked, in real time, by one of the OPP's Provincial 
Communications Centres. This will allow officers to be constantly updated on the location and 
whereabouts of the offender and to safely move in and make an arrest, thereby eliminating the 
need to engage in a suspect apprehension pursuit. (Link to mp4 file added below in Helpful 
Links) 

  

QUOTES         

"This is the time of year when drivers need to keep a watchful eye out for motorcycles. 
Motorcyclists must always drive safely, defensively and assume that other drivers cannot see 
them - an all-too-familiar claim in motorcycles crashes. Off-road vehicle drivers have unique 
vulnerabilities too, but the majority who die are their own worst enemy through poor behaviours, 
such as riding while alcohol or drug-impaired and without a helmet." 

-Deputy Commissioner Brad Blair, Provincial Commander, OPP Traffic Safety and Operational 
Support. 

 "This long weekend, remember that dangerous driving poses a serious risk to motorcyclists and 
off-road vehicles. We all have a shared responsibility to follow the rules of the road and to 
operate any motor vehicle safely. Be safe, and don't become a statistic." 

- Marie-France Lalonde, Minister of Community Safety and Correctional Services. 

  

  

DID YOU KNOW?   

On July 1, 2015, the government of Ontario implemented new changes that affect ORV and 
ATV (all-terrain vehicle) riders. 

Some types of ORVs and ATVs can travel on certain provincial highways and municipal roads. 

Click here for more info: 

Drive an ATV 

HELPFUL LINKS  

Motorcycle Safety Courses 

Smart Ride Safe Ride  

http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/driver/drive-ATV.shtml
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/driver/motorcycle-safety-courses.shtml
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/driver/pdfs/smart-ride-safe-ride-ATV.pdf


Tips for Young ATV Riders 

http://opp.ca/files/starchase.mp4 

Contacts by Region: 

Highway Safety Division:   Sgt. Kerry Schmidt                        Phone: (416) 460-4701 

Central Region:                    A/Sgt. Mark Kinney                        Phone: (705) 330-3738 

East Region:                         A/Sgt. Angie Atkinson                    Phone: (613) 285-2750 

Northwest Region:               Sgt. Shelley Garr                            Phone: (807) 473-2734 

North East Region:              Sgt. Chrystal Jones                       Phone: (705) 845-2753 

  West Region:                       Sgt. Dave Rektor                         Phone: (519) 652-
4156                      
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